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A  “Qualifying Legal Services Provider” defined by California Rules of Court, rule 9.45 is an:  
 
Entity that follows quality-control procedures approved by The State Bar of California 
that is either: 

 
A nonprofit entity incorporated and operated exclusively in California that as its  
primary purpose and function provides legal services without charge in civil 
matters to indigent persons, especially under-served client groups, such as the 
elderly, persons with disabilities, juveniles, and non-English speaking persons  
(rule 9.45 (a)(1)(A)), or 

             
A program operated exclusively in California by a nonprofit law school approved 
by the American Bar Association or accredited by the State Bar of California that  
has operated for at least 2 years at a cost of at least $20,000 per year as an 
identifiable law school unit with a primary purpose and function of providing legal 
services without charge to indigent persons (rule 9.45(a)(1)(B)). 
 

       OR  
 
The institution is a “Qualifying Legal Services Project” that receives a grant from the Legal Services 
Trust Fund Program of the State Bar of California pursuant to subdivision (a) of section 6213 of the 
California Business and Professions Code is deemed a “Qualifying Legal Services Provider” under 
California Rules of Court, rule 9.45.              

  
An application for approval as a Qualifying Legal Services Provider is pending with the State Bar of 
California. 
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